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The world’s leading semiconductor industry associations — consisting of the
Semiconductor Industry Associations in China, Chinese Taipei, Europe, Japan, Korea,
and the United States — held the 30" meeting of the World Semiconductor Council
(WSC) today in Geneva, Switzerland.
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The meeting was chaired by Erik Rein, Executive Vice President, Board Member
of Bosch Mobility Electronics and Chair of the host delegation, and included
delegations from the Semiconductor Industry Associations in China, Chinese Taipei,
Europe, Japan, Korea, and the United States. The delegations were chaired,
respectively, by Li Wei of China Key System Co., Ltd. (SIA in China), Cliff Hou of TSMC
(SIA in Chinese Taipei), Erik Rein of Bosch Mobility Electronics (SIA in Europe), Toyooki
Mitsui of Kioxia Corporation (SIA in Japan), Hyouk Woo Kwon of Samsung Electronics
(SIA in Korea), and Dr. Lisa Su of Advanced Micro Devices (SIA in the U.S.).
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The WSC meets annually to bring together industry leaders to address issues of
global concern to the semiconductor industry. The WSC’s mandate is to encourage
cooperation to promote fair competition, open trade, protection of intellectual
property, technological advancement, investment liberalisation, market development,
and sound environmental, health and safety practices. The WSC also supports
expanding the global market for information technology products and services.
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Established under the “Agreement Establishing a New World Semiconductor
Council” signed on June 10, 1999, and amended on May 19, 2005, the WSC has the
goal of promoting cooperative global semiconductor industry activities in order to
facilitate the healthy growth of the industry from a long-term global perspective. This
Agreement states, “the increasing globalisation of the semiconductor industry raises
important issues that must be addressed effectively through international cooperation
within the world semiconductor industry”, and that “the WSC activities . . . shall be
guided by principles of fairness, respect for market principles, and consistency with
WTO rules and with the laws of the respective countries or regions of each
Member. The WSC recognises that it is important to ensure that markets will be open
without discrimination. The competitiveness of companies and their products should
be the principal determinant of industrial success and international trade.”
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The WSC seeks policies and regulatory frameworks that fuel innovation, propel
business, and drive international competition and avoid any actions that distort
markets and disrupt trade. Antitrust counsel was present throughout the meeting.
During the meeting, the reports below were given and discussed, and related actions
were approved.
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I. Semiconductor Market Data
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The WSCreviewed the semiconductor market report covering global market size,
market growth, and other key industry trends. According to WSTS data, global
semiconductor sales reached USD 795.6 billion in 2025, representing a 26.2% year-on-
year (YoY) increase and marking one of the strongest annual expansions in the
industry's history. Al-driven demand fuelled growth across most major markets,
particularly in data centres, high-performance computing, and advanced
manufacturing applications. However, top-line growth figures mask differentiation in
growth performance between advanced node products and foundational chips.
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Growth was led by the Asia-Pacific/All Other Regions (+45.4% YoY), including
Korea (+24.1% YoY) and Chinese Taipei (+22.7% YoY), followed by the Americas (+31.4%
YoY) and China (+17.9% YoY). Sales growth was more moderate in Europe (+6.7% YoY),
while Japan experienced a decline of 4.3% YoY.
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Looking at downstream sectors, demand for Al and advanced computing
applications was the primary driver of growth. The computer segment expanded by
64.4% YoY in 2025. At the product level, MOS memory and logic devices recorded
particularly strong sales growth, increasing by 39.0% and 38.8% YoY, respectively.
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According to SEMI data, strong demand accelerated capacity investments and
strengthened semiconductor supply chains across manufacturing, packaging, and
testing operations.
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1. Workforce Development
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The skills shortage is a serious challenge for economies worldwide and
particularly for the semiconductor industry. Especially in times of digital and
green transformations the importance of semiconductors will continue to
increase. This will also increase the need for more manufacturing sites and will
lead to the construction of several new semiconductor manufacturing sites in
various regions over the next few years. This will require many thousands of new
skilled workers in design, research and development and manufacturing. In
addition, fabs are in need of construction workers. The lack of a skilled
workforce must be understood as one of the most severe risks to the sector’s
ability to stay ahead of competition as there is an expected demand for more
than one million additional skilled workers by 2030 in the semiconductor
sector.! A scenario based on the status quo will lead to severe gaps in the
operation of manufacturing sites (“fabs”) and, perhaps more importantly, in the
design of semiconductor innovations.
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A global education campaign on STEM subjects is required. This should
target schools, from primary level onwards, as well as universities. Early
education projects can help to increase interest and motivation in the next
generation. To develop the talent and skills needed by industry, it's important
that universities and industry work together to provide students with a useful
education. Promoting the attractiveness of a career in the semiconductor sector
for students will also be vital. The document addressing this issue, entitled “Why
should students join the semiconductor industry? Four compelling reasons,” has
been appended to the Joint Statement as Annex 1.

! https://www2.deloitte.com/us/en/pages/technology/articles/global-semiconductor-talent-shortage.html
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Many regions currently do not have enough capability in semiconductor
education. Basically, there is an insufficient number of training centres that
focus on training and offer relevant study programs, often with a very specific
focus area. As a result, it remains a major challenge for talented students to be
able to acquire the skills needed to work in production facilities. Education in
semiconductors and incentivising cooperation between countries and regions to
develop a holistic talent curriculum for the semiconductor industry are of the
highest importance. By introducing and promoting more exchange projects,
such partnerships can be further strengthened. Failure to do so could result in
severe shortages for this critical industry. The WSC therefore urges the GAMS
to work with industry to promote STEM education and training to support the
semiconductor industry’s needs for an expanded workforce.
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Public policy should promote the cooperation between all relevant
stakeholders in the ecosystem, including industry, government and non-
government research centres, and academia. Each stakeholder brings different
core competences in education and talent development and pooling them
together is essential for the semiconductor industry to train and educate talent
and to sustainably attract a workforce to the industry. Specific actions urgently
needed include:
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o effective immigration rules and faster immigration procedures for

STEM students and semiconductor workforce,
o STEM "/ & -8R AM D7 6D DR R 708 RELHI & R 70 8 R Ffoe &

e more English-speaking STEM degrees across the world,
o JERAMEMT 5 STEM O 2 R T3 2 &

e early STEM education programs beginning at elementary school
level,
o /IINFRLANNINEDRMSTEMAT 7' 0 7T AEYLfed 5 &

e more public-funded industry-education partnerships, which
should involve joint curriculum building and lectures delivered by
industry experts at universities complementing theoretical
learning,

o NHEBIZELDEXERELEHBERONR— M=y 72T L, ZhC
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e more degrees where students spend time both at universities and
in industry to increase industry exposure,
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T

e facilitating researchers and academics' global mobility,
o WIEE K OFEDOHRA L L TOBE ZEEd 5 Z &

e providing high school level teachers training in microelectronics,
o ERLNLDEHBICYA/7un Ly ha=r ZADWHELZERMTHZ &

e promoting industry-led short-term learning experiences and
massive open online courses (MOOCs), and
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e focusing efforts on key countries and regions, encompassing all
front-end and back-end semiconductor manufacturing sites.
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e Utilising experienced senior talent through rehiring or extended
employment opportunities
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The WSC commits to increase female representation at semiconductor industry
forums, and to avoid single-gender panels whenever possible.
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V. Semiconductor standards and relevant requlations

V. FEELEHE BE R

The WSC continues to encourage the GAMS to ensure that the regulatory
framework for Encryption is consistent with the WSC Encryption Principles, as they
emphasise market access, transparency, adoption of international standards, and non-
discriminatory and open procedures and rules for commercial encryption.
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In line with GAMS, the WSC underscores the importance of meaningful
stakeholder participation whenever regulations, administrative procedures, or
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certification requirements on the importation or use of commercial encryption are
created or revised.
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In addition, the WSC reiterates support for the GAMS statement, made in the
2024 GAMS Chair's Summary, that “Voluntary consensus-based international
standards adopted through open procedures are the optimal way to achieve rigorously
scrutinised and broadly studied cryptographic technology and facilitate trade in line
with the WSC Principles”.
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Indeed, open markets and the application of international standards ensure the
worldwide availability of the most robust and trusted security solutions and support
the diffusion of emerging encryption technologies.
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The WSC welcomes the GAMS’ continued commitment to reviewing of the
global regulatory environment for products with encryption, through the regular
sharing of information, analysis and assessment of relevant measures.
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The GAMS exchange of information has yielded positive results, increasing
mutual understanding and further ensuring transparency.
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The WSC welcomes the invitation by GAMS “to reflect on additional relevant
regulations and standards impacting the semiconductor industry that warrant
additional information exchange and discussions” and to “hold a workshop in 2026
on these issues”.
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The WSC welcomes the decision by GAMS to hold a workshop in October 2026, and
encourages the GAMS to focus, in the workshop, on semiconductor standards and
relevant regulations.
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vi. Customs and Tariffs

viI. BB L B

(1) Trade Policies
(1) EZHFE

For decades, semiconductor technology has maintained exponential
performance growth, transforming society, and entire industries, at a rapid pace.
Semiconductors have become essential components of virtually every electronic
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devices, enabling the green and digital transitions and powering countless critical
downstream applications. All along, trade policies have played a key role in supporting
semiconductor growth. The WSC would like to emphasise that, for semiconductor
companies, certainty regarding the conditions at which they can trade is an essential
prerequisite for success. Hence, the WSC calls on GAMS to create a more predictable
trade environment, and to negotiate expeditious resolution to trade challenges. We
urge GAMS to consult closely with industry, and the WSC stands ready to support
GAMS to achieve positive outcomes.
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(2) WTO Moratorium on Customs Duties
(2) ST ERERDWTO EZ F YT A4

The WSC expresses its disappointment that World Trade Organization (WTO)
members failed to reach an agreement to extend the moratorium on customs duties
on electronic transmissions, or permanently prohibit such duties, during the WTO
Ministerial Conference in Yaoundé, Cameroon from 26 to 30 March 2026. As a
consequence of such failure, the long-standing moratorium expired. The WSC is
gravely concerned that countries may decide to charge duties for digital transmissions,
including downloads, software updates, or cross-border data flows.
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The moratorium ensured digital transmissions could flow freely across
borders—without tariffs or additional red tape and added costs. In particular, the long-
standing WTO agreement not to impose customs duties on electronic transmissions
has greatly contributed to the growth and development of the semiconductor industry
as well as the growth of the digital economy, and strengthened supply chain resilience.
The seamless movement of semiconductor data across borders is essential to the
healthy functioning of global semiconductor supply chain. Semiconductor companies
in every segment of the industry rely on the constant flow of semiconductor research,
design, process data and software to enable their production flows and supply chains
for critical products. The imposition of customs procedures and import duties on the
flow of semiconductor data — to include design data, software, chemical formulations,
manufacturing information, and other development data — would increase costs and
lead to shipment delays and other disruptions to these critical supply chains.
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The WSC calls for the immediate reinstatement of the WTO moratorium on customs
duties on electronic transmissions and urges GAMS to work with the other WTO
members on an agreement to reinstate the moratorium and develop a permanent
WTO agreement that ensures electronic transmissions, including semiconductor-
related data and digital tools, remain free from customs duties and procedures. As
part of this critical effort, we encourage GAMS to join or publicly support the joint
statement on the moratorium on customs duties on electronic transmissions co-
sponsored by a plurilateral group of WTO members.
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VI. Regional Support Programs

V. B XET 27 A

The WSC continues to support vigilant adherence to the GAMS Regional Support
Guidelines and Best Practices (Guidelines) and WTO rules, developed by the WSC and
adopted by the GAMS in 2017. The Guidelines reflect the WSC’s shared view that
regional support in the semiconductor sector should be transparent, non-
discriminatory, and non-trade/investment distorting; that government/authorities
actions should be guided by market-based principles and expectations regarding long-
term rates-of-return and levels of risk; and that the competitiveness of companies and
their products, not the intervention of governments and authorities, should be the
principal drivers of innovation, industrial success and international trade.
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The WSC continues to encourage increased transparency through the regular
sharing of information, analysis, and assessment of subsidies and other forms of
support as critical to avoiding non-market-based support that can lead to excess
capacity that is not commercially justified, create unfair competitive conditions, hinder
innovation, and undermine the efficiency of global value chains.
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Past GAMS information exchanges on regional support programs has had some
notable success, filling the gaps caused by shortfalls in the WTO’s subsidy notification
process. The WSC and GAMS have reviewed 42 semiconductor-related programs in two
phases of information exchange (Phase 1 and Phase 2). A third phase (Phase 3) of the
regional support information exchange on an additional 12 semiconductor-related
programs was initiated at the WSC meeting in 2023. These Phase 3 programs were
reviewed at GAMS Workshops on Regional Support Programs in Berlin in 2024 and
againin Busanin 2025. The WSC takes note that the GAMS did not indicate an intention
to hold a Regional Support Workshop at the 2026 GAMS meeting in Sapporo, Japan.

%ﬁi%fufﬁAK%#5:MET@Gms@%ﬁ&@m\WO@@%@@@?n
TADOAHIZ L DA E D, EH#N%&%%L?T%tOWCkGWSi 2 [EDOIE R
@@(7:~x1%i071~22) BWT, 8342 OEEKEE S 2 /S A% L E
Hbto%%Ewwmxmf%%éMt7x~x3@%$@@ X, 51T 12 D-ERES
B0 T ANEENE, LD T 2—X3D 70T AT, 2024 EO~ULY L 2025
FEDLIO GAMS il 70 /I 500 —27 2 9 v 7 TH L Ea—&E7, WSC I, GAMS A3
2026 4=\ B AR OFLIE CTBAfET 2 GAMS 2iBl2 W T, Mgy —7 v a v 72 BT 2 &
FlERIRNoT-Z LI ET D,

The WSC welcomes the GAMS discussions regarding the merits of continued
information exchanges on regional support programs, particularly in light of the
different understanding of the definition and scope of regional support programs
across the GAMS. It is the view of the WSC that the challenges of continued information
exchanges on regional support programs can only be solved at the GAMS level.

WSC 1%, #4871 77 ADEFRSEIAIZOUVT GAMS M CHEMOMENHH Z &
EEE 2 HUIBSR 7 e 7T MTBET D IR OMEED A U v MTEET 5 GAMS D
B4 %, R 7 e 7 MBS DR OMEIZ M ) BEIX, O E X UT GAMS X
IV TOIEFNZ 303> TWD EWV D DR WSC D RARTH 5,
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To that end, the WSC appreciates the GAMS convening an intersessional
meeting in Geneva to explore an appropriate path forward, and await additional
guidance from the GAMS to ensure a meaningful 2026 GAMS meeting. Such
guidance should include, for example, whether the GAMS intends to continue the
exchange of information on Phase 3 programs, whether to initiate a fourth phase of
information exchanges on additional regional support programs or whether to move
the exchange of information to an informal or ad hoc exchange.

ZFDTDIT, WSC iX GAMS REHDOBEERED F 2R T I, Yax—TTELH
BLFBABE LI LICRETHE 2 HIT, 2026 FED GAMS £BXZFAEBEHE R bD LT A2
D, GAS OHDEILRDIA TV AZFoTWNWD, FDXHRBRIAF LV RIZIE, BlziX,

GAMS 37 = —RX 3 7u /' J AT HERZHBZ/GET 500 0 Z2Dh, IBINDHIERZHE
7u 7T ACETAEEREDE 4 72— XERETHDH, HDNIIERRZHEIEAK
FRET Ry 2RV DIZBITTADONLE Vo AREENAIRETH D,

vii. Global Supply Chain

Vi 22—\ 77 Fr—

The WSC remains committed to deepening the understanding of the global
supply chain for the semiconductor industry, with the aim to preserve the healthy
functioning of the global supply chain. In this regard, the WSC appreciates the GAMS
acknowledgement that no single region can replicate all elements of the global supply
chain for semiconductors.

WSC X, 7/ — VYT T4 F o — 0 OWERIERE L HERF T D 72010, Y8k
BT H7 0= N YT ITAF =2 — 0 OREZIED D Z EIX5 & FE YA TV,
ZORIZBWT, WSCIE, PEARD I/ a— NPT I, F 2= DT R COEFRZEOE DD
Ml CHRBLT 5 Z LIXTERY, L) GAMS OFRFRIZIEGH T 5,

As part of this effort, the WSC compiled a report comprised of semiconductor
global supply chains, comprising conceptual takeaways from jointly identified
publications relating to the semiconductor global supply chain. Individual associations
highlighted certain takeaways from these reports, including that semiconductor supply
chains are interdependent and there is some limit to fab substitutability. The industry
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also faces challenges including talent shortages, which may become more acute with
new investments from all the major semiconductor economies to meet Al-driven
demand. Associations also highlighted the need for better data to inform decisions by
both policymakers and business leaders, and the existence of vulnerabilities in
semiconductor supply chains - in some cases exacerbated by government policies.
Enhancing the resilience of the global supply chain requires strengthened multilateral
co-operation and effective information sharing.

ZORVMADO—ERE LT, WSC 1%, ¥HEERD I a— "\ NY T T4 F =— BT
HELFECTHE L, Z20bEbn e emA s O mEEELER LT,
KLEST, oo EENLELN-ERMALE LT, FEEKOY T T4 T = — 0%
FEHARAFBIRIZH D | 777®ﬁ%7 EMEICIZT—EDRANH D Z L7l afEfiLTz, &
7oy ERIIAMA R EOMEICHERT L TEY ., Al BEOFTFEICHINT D720, #Hi-ic
KBBL 72 R E N TN DS Z L T, ZOMBEITE HIZEIMbT 2 etERH 5 = &
ﬁw**%%ﬁ R %E&E@&%kﬁéiwg@ﬁw? B DVEMZ BT 5 L

PRSI AT = — IESEENFE L. BEIC L o TIEBUNOBRIC X -
f%hﬂ YL TWnb k%%ﬁbto7u~Aw@%774%:—y®%Hﬁ%%®é
7o, ZEMOW Nz b L, IROEHRIEAEZTH 2 e nRkROLNS,

The WSC looks forward to continued engagement with GAMS to further
strengthen global supply chain resilience, while supporting a policy environment that
encourages collaboration, openness, innovation, and trust. The WSC encourages
GAMS to take proactive steps to increase the stability and predictability of the policy
environment impacting global semiconductor supply chains.

WSC 1X. W/, BEchE, Blidgr, A RET IERRES XEL o>, Ju—
INYTFTALF 22— DLV YT ADI B2 558bD720, GAMS & Ok 708 HE & 1
B2, WSC I3, GAMS (T4 L, KD 0 — N TG Fox — AN B 5 5 BB
RIBDLEME TR GEMZE D B0, BBHIREBEZ#H LS 2RD 3,

vili. Approval of Joint Statement and Approval of
Recommendations to GAMS

ViIll. ZFIFHDAZRE CAUS ~DEES DA
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The results of today’s meeting will be submitted by representatives of WSC
members to their respective governments/authorities for consideration at the annual
meeting of WSC representatives with the Governments/Authorities Meeting on
Semiconductors (GAMS) to be held in October 2026 in Sapporo, Japan.

AHOESHEDOFRERIL, 2026 4 10 AICHAS « FLIR TRIEN FE ST 5 WSC
REH & KEBIF/ YR & OFERICEET DERSE (GAMS) THFTT 57294 WSC
A U N—DREN LA EBUFY BRSNS,

IX. Next Meeting
IX. X2

The next meeting of the WSC will be hosted by the Semiconductor Industry
Association in China in Shanghai, China, in May 2027.

WKIE D WSC %1 2027 4 5 HIZHEOFER THEXIC L0 HEO BT EM#
b,

X. Key Documents and WSC Website:
X ZFEXZEEWSCDzT7YA1 P

All key documents related to the WSC can be found on the WSC website, located
at: http://www.semiconductorcouncil.org. Information on WSC member associations
can be found on the following websites:

WSC B E T 2 &8 THOEELFIT, WSC v=7%A FTHETE S,
http://www. semiconductorcouncil. org. WSC X U N—TELDERIZ. LLFTOT =7 A
FCHETE S,
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Semiconductor Industry Association in China:

http://www.csia.net.cn

Semiconductor Industry Association in Chinese Taipei:

http://www.tsia.org.tw

Semiconductor Industry Association in Europe:

http://www.eusemiconductors.eu

Semiconductor Industry Association in Japan:

https://semicon.jeita.or.jp/index e.html

Semiconductor Industry Association in Korea:

http://www.ksia.or.kr

Semiconductor Industry Association in the US:

http://www.semiconductors.org
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